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| THE PREFACE TO 


the READE Re 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Pg Had not performed 
Ton by 4 truid, had not 1 
oy publiſhed this enſu- 
«ov 77 Narrative;and 
<Q 1 had not paiga debt 


+: which 7 ds and ſhall ever owe to the 


Publike, had not I made it common, 


M- Bolton (4 mas of _ me- 
mory, and famous in 


encrati= 
0n) ied me upon his ap - ath-bed, 
to publiſh ſuch of his papers :4s T 
thought fit for the mrſe which T 
have already done. This cop ion be- 
ing founa envoy them, (t 
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The Preface 


pehned by another hand) 1 durſt 


not withhold, being to my know- + 


ledge intended by him for the preſſe, 
7m memory of his familiar friend, 
and ſpiritual father, M" Thomas 
Peacock ; who was 4 wery Godly 
Miniſter of Chrift, and of rare ex- 


ample for humility aud holines of 


life, for a Religions care ineduca- 
ting his ſcholars, and for exceed- 


ing charity to the bodies and ſouls of 


poor diſtrefled Chriftians, And 
get this goaly man, that for pitty 


hadin him the root of an Oak when 


God caſt Him upon his bed of ſichk- 
mes, ang [ufferedSatan to winuwow 
Dim, he was no more in his hands 
then a leaf tofted tos and fro with 
the winde. Gois dealings with 

 himintheſe his laft conflicts, are 

of ſingular uſe intheſe preſent times, 

in which the ends of the world, and 
the dreggs of ſchiſme and finne are 
LOme p01 1s At Once. 
| Firſt, 
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tothe Reader. 
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Firt,for caution 10 the irue ſer- 


| wants of God, totake heed of (mall 


finnes ,, for from the lefter ſinnes 
and infirmities of M* Peacock,the 
Devil did thence take a riſe to caſt 


_ him into the moſt bitter ſpirituall 


arſertion that we ſhall lightly read 


of : nuder which he had ſunk, had 


not God wonderfully pat to his hand, 
by making the {ſue of his afflifti- 


, ons more glorious and comfortable, 


then the combate was grievors and 
terrible. It was a memorable fay- 
ing of Francis Spira , which he 
[þake to his mournfull children and 


friends, beholding that ſad ſpecta- 


cleof his final deſpaire,” earneſtly 


wiſhing them to take heed of com= 


þ mitting the ſmalleſt ſiunes againſt 


conſcience, By this means, ſaith 
he, I fell into greater ſinnes, till I 
came to deny the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
aud after that to renounce it 1u 
writing , and delibexate,y to ſub- 
| Wh A 3 ſcribe 
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ſcribe toit with my hand, though ; 


( ſaith he) T heard a voice in my 
conſcience telling me, Spira,doe 
not ſubſcribeit; after which I 
thought I heard the voice of 


Chriſt whom I denyed before 


men, to pronounce the ſentence 
of death upon my ſoul, and to 


exclude me from ſalvation. And 
thus he dyed. 


Secondly,for confutation of ſun- .\ 


ary ſoris in Religion, in theſe un- 
happy aayes of Civillwarre, as na- 
turally producing them as mud and 
filth doe toads and vermin, Semme 
there are that quite abrogate the 
Law, which Chriſt Came to felfill, 
and ſo make the rate of Heaven 
wider then ever onr Saviour made: 
#:,by admitting lawleſie perſons into 
it. Ho!y Bradford was of ano- 
ther minde, who was wont to ſay, 
that the gate of Heaven was ſo 
= ſtrait , that he which halted 

$2 could 


tothe Reader. 


> 


could not enter into it ; and the way 


| ſo aarrow , that he which reeled 


. 
—— 
es er ae to, 


could not walk in it, Others there 
are, whe though they ave not whol- 
by deſtroy the law, yet they caſt it 
into a dead ſleep, thinking it un- 


 lawfull in the children of God to be 


ſorry, or to mourn for ſinne, con- 
trary tothe Dottoine of the primi- 
tive Fathers, teaching this leſſon, 
Semper doleat pzniten3, 8 de 


dolore gaudeat ; Ler the Ln 


perſon alwaies mourn, and rejoyce 
in that mourning; azrecing with 
therule of our Savionr, Bleſled are 
they that mourn, for they ſhall 
be comforted. 

Nay, I lately heard it not with- 


. out horrour , that ſome men,in' out- 


ward appearance of great ſandiity, 
doe hold an opinion, that it # 4 
fault in godly men to pray for par- 


don of ſin,(all ſinnes being pardon- 
ed in Chri#t befure they pray) con- 
| A 4, trary: 
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 trargto the prayer of our. Saviour, | 


Forgiveus our treſpaſles. Ner- 
ther M* Peacock, nor any of theſe 
godly Divines that camre to comfort 
him, knew this kinde of Dottrine , 


neither we,nor the Churches of God, | 


till within theſe few late unhappy 
dayes. | 

What will become of our reform- 
ed Religien, flreaming down to us 
in the blood of ſo many Martyrs, 
if God by amiracle of mercy ſhould 
not ' (horten theſe our miſerable 
dayes ? For whiles ſome are taking 
from us the Ten Commandements, 
others,the. Lords Prayer , there is 
ſearce awy thing left us of Chrifti- 
anity but our Creed, and how lons 
we (hall exjoy this the Lord in Hea- 
wen knowes. For ſo long as the 
cxvill ſword of warre dewvonres (0 
much ProteFants blood from with- 
ont, and a worſe civill warre of 
ſnne and ſeparation, deſtroyes [0 


many 
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| many Proteftant ſouls from within, 
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we may juſtly feare that we ſhall ci-- 
ther want ſound Orthodox Prote- 


ſtants to maintain it ; or we ſhall 


want 4 Creed for them to main- 
tan, 

F- ſhall, for concluſion, deſire that: 
Reader into whoſe hands this enſh» 
ing diſcourſe ſhall fall , ta obſerve 
three things concerning Mc Pea+- 
cock, a man whom I well knew, 
ana bleſie God that ever 1 knew. 
him. | 

T. That the foreſt and. huge 
af flietions doe very often befall the 
deareſt andchoiſeſt ſervants of God: 
I mean, n0t outward and temporalt” 
affliitions , common to good and- 
bad : but inward and ſpiritual af- 


flitions, and'the heavieft of theſe 


{pirituall deſertions, whereby God- 
withdrawes' his glorious connte-- 
nange from his children : and $4- 
ran in liewthereof, ſhews them his. 
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aglywiſage,. thereby convincing 4 | 
ſecure world, That it is no eaſy. 


matter to goe to Heaven, and that 


the ſafeſt and ſnreſt way-to it, is to 
ſay by the gates of Hell, If the 
71g hteous. can ſcarcely be ſaved 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) where ſhaf 
ihe wicked and ſinner appear ? 

2. That the deepeſt humiliations. 
of Goa's chilaren, ave uſually deter- 
me in the higheſt conſolations. 
And hereby the wicked ,who like r4- 
wvening wolves hunt after ſuch op- 


portunities,doe miſte of their prey, 


axd returne aſhamed when they con- 
ſider what end God hath made. And 
thas it fell out with M* Peacock 
here. 


3. Laſtly, Thongh a ſpiritual” ** © 


#eſertion be the higheſt. affliction. 
that befalls Gods childe ; yet it diſ- 


' Coversin him the greateit fincerity. 


of an upright heart; For at ſich a 


tre he is ſofarre from. hiding his .. 
| fines, 


—— —— 


to the Reader: . 


ſinnes,, that he cares not what 
| ſhamehe puts upon himſelf,ſo God 
| may have glory, For ina ſþi- 
rituall deſertion, though the ſoul of 
a Chriſtian be extreamly diſtreſſed, 
through the terrovr of finne;, yet at. 
the ſame time hath it a true touch- 
of erace, theugh not of the comforts 
of it : like. iron touched with the 
Load-{oneit lands direftlyNorth-- 
} mard, thouzh with much trems- 
ling : $9 40th the foul of aChriſti- 
an itand direftly Heaven-ward in 
this helliſh azony : aud the abſence 
of God and of his conſolations, ts- 
the cauſe of thoſe bitter convulſion- 
fits in the ſoul. And afvoon as e- 
wer the comferts of grace ſhine upon 
it, thoſe former tremblings of hears 
for grief, are preſently changedin- 
to leapines for joy ;, juſt as the ſame 
wrinkles of the face;which ſerve for 
crying when the heart s grieved, 
ſerve for laughter when it is lr : 
6 1 a W177.) 
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with joy, This was the caſe of 
MF Peacock, in ths manner he 
grieved,inthis manner he rejoyced, 


andthis happy iſiue God made of his 


bitter afflict ions. So that amgzaft | 


the numerous and various afflicti- 
#975 of Gods dear Saints and Chil- 
dren, this concluſion. of the Pro- 
het David remaines ſure and firm, 
Mark the upright man, and be- 
hold the juſt, forthe end of thar- 
mat 15 peace. So 7 ref, 


Thine in the Lord 


E.B. 


| 
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V ilitation, 


239339 Aſter Peacock, the ſer- 
WVA by vant of God,in the 
TOY EB beginning of his vi- 
ſitation, for thefpace 
ks and foure dayes, 
was full of moſt Heavenly con- 
folations; ſhewing by ſweet me- 
ditations, and gracious ejaculati- 
ons, the entertainment he found 
with his God in his ficknes, 
with whom he ſo: much defired 
ro be acquainted in his health. 
'  Weare (faith one-comming to 
_ - viſit him) miſerable comforters : 
Nay (faith he) Te are good, for thes 

' 


M PEACOKS. 


ca 


/ "0 
Mafter Peacocks | 


fs the priviledge even of Gods chil-\ 
dren, that their very preſence af- | 
fords comfort, Sometimes he | 


craved pardon for his actions, 8 


for the circumſtances by them | 


badly obſerved: otherwhile he 


defired to have ſome matter gi- | 


ven him to medicate upon. Fi- 
nally he ſaid, his hope was firm- 
ly fetled on the rock Chriſt iſs. 
He hoped that the Lord would 
givelum a place, though it were 
inthe loweſt room ofhis Sairts. 
And hethanked God he had no 
trouble of conſcience, the Lord 
did not fuffer Satan to vex him; 
Inſo much thar ſome ſeeing his 
great comfort, feared leſt he 
would be overtaken with ſorrow. 
before his death : he much re- 
Joyced thatthe I.ord had ſo diſ- 


poſed of him, that he had ſeen. 


his frieds in the Countrey, Here - 


firlt was his yeclding unto death 


{uſpected,. 


_— 
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Viſitation, 


L..| ſuſpected, and his hoped reco- = 
[- very doubted. Calling ſome of 
e | his friends afide, / thought ( faith 


& 


1 


he) I had been ina good eftate, but 
| 1 fee it now farre otherwiſe : For 
| theſe things my conſcience layes a- 
| garnit me : Firſt, Throught up my 
| ſcholars in Gluttony, letting the eat 
their fill of neat , when thzy mealed 
, with me. This {ome endeavoured. 
|- to pull our, by puttiag into his. 
minde; 1. The preventing of ma- 
| nyinconveniencies. 2. His well 
| known moderation. 3. The 


creat care he took tor good con- 
terence, whenthey were at table 
' with him. Zt (faith he) while 
, Ima talking,they did undoe them» 
[#%. | 

ſelves. And further, I did unad- 


viſedly expound places of Scripture 


at the table many times ; and for 
theſe T feel now a Hell in m1y conſci- 
ence. Again,T have procured my own 


death, by often eating like a beaſt, 
ACA (n= 2a. ro il 
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Maſter Peacocks 


when I came joſtling up and dawn 
to my friends 1n the Conntrey;1_And 
#ow I ſce before my face thoſe diſh- 
es of meat wherewith I clogged my 


ſtemack. Well (faith one to him) | 
It all the things you accuſe your | 


ſelt of were undone, would you 
_ doethem again ?: Nay: why then 
doubt not bt a Reprobate would 
deſire to be ſaved, if adeſire would 
ſerve the turne - indeed he may 
have a defire,but of bare willing- 
nes, not with an intent and 
purpoſe in uſing of the means. 
Another time a-worthy friend of 
his asking him how he did : he 
cryed out, S:nne, Sinne, Sinn : 
What doth any lye on your con- 
ſcience ? Tea. What ? My unronſi- 
deratenes,T aid eat too mach of ſuch 
meat to breakfaſt ſuch a morning - 
my ſelf being an eye-witnes of 
his great abſtinence, could not 
chooſe but admire the — 
of. 
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Viſitation. 5 


» | of his ſelf-accuſing conſcience. 
d Well (laid he) God be thanked 
- | there iSnogreater. As we muſt 
y | not extenvare our finnes, ſo nei- 
) | ther muſt we too much agera- 
| vateour ſ{tnne, Let drunkards 
and 2luttons have thoſe terrible 
horrours. 1 thauk God T never con- 
tinucd in any known ſinne againſt 
| wy conſcience, He was willing 
| that he ſhould pray with him ; 
| kneeling down. he ſaid, he was 
then uncapable of prayers. Afﬀter- 
ward he kneeled down of his 
| own accord: ſhortly aftet he 
|  brokeoutinto ſuch ſpeeches, 4 
-damnable, wretched &c. theſe are 
ror your words ( ſaith one) you 
*- cannot deny but you' have had 
| - goodexperience ofGods mercies. 
| 


[ cannot. Then be comforted, for 
whom he loverth once, he loveth 
| totheend. Yet Satan took ſuch 
'  adyantageof his infirmities, that | 
though 


fo 
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though he could finde ſomecom- 
fort, yet no particular aſſurance, 
You have lived profitably ( ſaid 
one) 1 have endeavoured. Y ou are 
now humbled, and the Lord 


| looks thatyou ſhould ask mercy. 


M. Dod was ſent for, who being 
come, they wereprivate awhile, 


afterwards we comming in to- 
them, M. Dodput him in minde | 


of Gods kindenes: whereof he 
ſhewed ro him foure parts. 


1. Totakeſmall things in good. 


part. 2. To paſſe by infirmt- 
ties. 3. To becalſily untreated, 
4. Tobe intreated forthe great- 
elt. 

Sir, there is now in you the 
1mage ofthe oli Ada, fin and 
{orrow: there ſhall be in you the 
image of the new, holines and 
happineſſe. The life to come 
may be ſet out by three things. 


x. Theeſtate of it-leif, happines,. 
holines,. 
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| holines, and glory. 2. By the 
'the company, every one ſhall 
love you better then any one, e- 
ven the beſt,can love you here. 
| 3. The place. 
Thereare three differences be- 
tween the afflitions of the good 
and ofthebad. rt. Inthe cauſe, 
| for they come to the good for 
| Gods love. 2. Inthe meaſure, 
| , as farre as they need, and are a- 

ble to bear, 3. Intheend, for 
their good. og 
| Off thoſe former doubrs we 
| afterwards heard not a word 
| from him. Uponthe Sabbath- 
day he defiredto be alone : after 
} noon he was fearfully troubled. 
| " In his countenance appeared evi- 


dent tokens of a ſorrowfull 
minde, born up with a weak 
body ; his ſpirit was wounded, 
Satan had foiled him. Thoſe his. 
terrible wreſtlings. with tentatt- 

| ons, 
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ons, gripes of conicience, and 4 
reftles rerrours., none can under-. | nt 
ſtand, (much leſſe expreſſe ) | 
bur he which felc them. Sa- | 
tan had winnowed him, and Io 
ſhewed him nothing but chafte. | [c 
His tender a was | 
goared with the fiery daits | ® 
of the Devil , pointed with | | 
the edge of finne , and \ | 
ſenſe of Gods heavy wrath. {_? 
As through a falſe glafſe, the l 
dazled eye of his aftoniſh- | 

ed and, amazed ſoul , could | 
ſee nothing but hideouſly 

appearing finne , and the 

terrible image of death and 

damnation. He had drunk | 
deeply of the cup of the *:- 
dreggs of Hell. His ad- 
veriary had repreſented un- 
to him his once moſt gra- | 
cious God, now as a moſt 
ſevere Judge diſpleaſed , an- |, 


Sys 
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Viſutation. 


angry , and ehiding with 
him z yea yeelding. him up 
into his clawes. : that ſo by 
this deadly ſtratagem , he 
might rake from him all 
hope of - help that way, and 


|.ſo not onely ſtop the ſen- 


ſible flowing of Gods grace, 
and cur the chains of Gods 
love, whereby he. had tyed 
kim , and would draw him 
afrer him, but finally break 


" his Chriſtian hearrt. Oh 


that you had ſeen , or thar 
we that were prefent had 
had eyes to have ſeen his 
ſeeming forlone foul. What 
with barkings of conlſci- 
ence , and wita the too 


« heavy burthen of 1{inne, 


vvaves of fearfull thoughts, 
bluſtering blaſts, and fur- 
ging ſtorms of Gods hea- 
vy diſplealuxe , he vvas 
: toſſed 


10 Maſter Peacocks 


roſfed, turmoyled, daſhedagainft th 
the rocks of deſpaire, and more + 
then in danger of his ſouls ſhip- 
wrack : happy were we- it nei- - 
ther through frowardnes, nor | 
blindenes of judgement, we tia | 
inconſiderately paſſe by, or pro-*| 
phanely deride Gods judge- | © 
ments, by thinking that they ei- 
rherhappen caſually, or by tor- 
getting of them ſuddenly. If 
we could but rightly diſcerne i, 
we ſhould finde nothing more | 
profitable, then to have the 1- 
mage of this gractous (though | 
now afflicted) ſoul in our hearts. 
Hereby we may ſee that the 
righteous being ſcarcely faved, | 
there & no place for the wicked and | 
wngodly to appeares And truly” | 
we may think that God ſent it e- 
ven for our ſake, that we (with 
whom 1t is too uſuall ro dally 
with the Lord ) might know | 
that | 
| 


Yifntation. II 


17+ | thatit is «fearfull ching to fall in- 
to his hands. Our faith 1s then 
p- tryed in earneſt, when as the 
\- | Lord hideth his face from us. 
For if we love God above all 
things, it cannot be but upon the 
1, Iofſe ofthe reliſh of his favour, 
or taſte of his diſpleaſure, our 
ſouls ſhould bein bitternes,prick- 
ed, tormented, wounded, thruſt 
thorow, yea,and [wallowed up 
|| with deſolation. Ir isa wonder 
7 of the world, how we care- 
fully will ſeek phyſick, uſe 

_ dyer, by any means to avoid a 
bodily pang, and how careles we 

| | areof the unſupportable firs of 
| the ſouls mortali ficknes. Ir is 
; | notin our power to apprehend 
£.\. grace when we will, and ahard- 
ermatter 1s it then we can con- 
ceive, to lift up a poor ſoul caſt 

| down with the ſenſe of Gods 
| wiath, Ifa violent paſſion muy 
0 


| 
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ſo farre tranſport the minde, 


what may we think of this reſt-. ſ 
| tes trembling, when the ſoul | 


after long toflings, ſeeth it ſelf 


drowned, and "wholly over- | 


whelmed with the deluge of | 


ſorrow, proceeding from the e-- 


verlaſting threats, and ſhame, 
and confuſion of face in the 
preſence of the Almighty ? 

Conſider the body loaden with 
a burthen, neither portable nor 
evitable;and thence gather the 
ſtranglings of an overladen foul. 


Confider a man ready to fall 


from an high Tower unto the 


Earth ; and thence g1ther the 


eſtate of another falling from 
Heavento Hell with a ſpirir uall 


fuine, Conſtdera childe,when - 
the mother hideth her face from - 


it, and terrifieth it with a Bug- 
boe; and herein take view of the 


cſar ofa poor Chriſtian (whoſe 
| cheiteſt 


Viſitation. 


| chiefeſt happines having therein 
{ conſiſted, (to wit) in being joyn- 


; ed, and united to, his Heavenly 
Father, having now loſt his pre- 
ſence, or being affrighted with 
the Devil, as it he were ready to 


«| lay hands on him. Confider 


"the eſtate of a debtor, caſt off by 
/ his beſt Creditours : and gather 
that of a Chriſtian being banker- 
out with his God. Conſider 


the eſtate of a man, once in fa- 


|: vour, afterwards adjudged to 


death by a Prince, withour hope 
ofpardon or repriving : and ga- 


{ ther that of a Chriſtian, who. 


after his citation and arraign- 
ment at theTribunal ſeat of God, 
ſtands condemned, and 1s whol- 


- | . ly deprived of obtaining pardon, 


and delivered into the hands of 
the Devil. The Lord needs 
notto ſeek wilde beaſts to puniſh 


us, or ſuch like cruell execurio- 
B  __ners 
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ners ofhis wrath to torment us, | « 
'*he may finde enough within us; | x 
all thefuryes and Devils cannot fr 
invent a more greivous torment: { | 
One by it apprehended needeth |, 
not more acculers or torment- |\ 
-ours- His many never-thoughts | 


—_—_— 
—_ 


\l 
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of finne (as if he ſtirred a net of- , 
waſps) come buzzing about his \ 
cares, and as a man indebted 
oncelaid hold of, make him faſt - 
er daily : his loving friends may 
ſtand by the prifon and callhim, *|- 
bur he being taſt fettered, cannot | 
ſtirre forth. You ſhall ſee him 
now. 18 his purgatory, (not that 
papiſticall ſinne-fatisfying ficti- 
on, the Popes jayle) but that hot 

| fiery furnace whereta the Lord . 
trieth his metall, whether ir be .|. 
good or reprobate. And ſup- 
pole that he had died at the _ 

_ worſt(as inthe Lords juſtice he 
-might,tothe hardening of mm 

t 
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chatwill not be ſoftened) As no 


| manſhould rather judge him by 


the inch of his death, then the 
{ length of his life; ſo I for my 


| part neither did in him, nor doe 


\in my felf ſo much feare his 
Heath, as I did, and doe defire 
þ gi4e. You may obſerve the 
courſes which God taketh in vi- 
ſiting us! children to be divers : 
ſomeare comfortable and with- 


| out any great admixture of diſ- 


|" comfort: others heavy, bur with- 


- our horrour : * others horrible, 
yer all cf them are in the iflue 
oracious.  Butto leave any fur- 
ther digreſſion, and to come a- 
gainto the matter in hand, 

When one came unto him, he 


. brake out intotheſe words, 0h 


how wofull and miſerable is my t- 

ate, that thus muſt converſe with 
hel-hounds ! He being with theſe 
words ſtrangely moved , went 
E:: B2 - © 
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to call ſome of his beſt able | - 
friends to comfort him. To | . 
» them he complayned, that the 4 
Lord had curſed him. Being de- $ 
manded how he knew it: hean- +; 
ſwered, Why.! the event ſheweth \|\. 
it, It being replyed, Then 4 
{uch and ſtch were curſeqay-he”! 
anſwered, I have no grace Flow 
doethoſe-then 2 they once had - 
none. 1 was a fooliſh glorious Hy- 
pocrite ;, It is againit the courſe of 
Gods proceeding to ſave me, he + 
hath otherwiſe decreed, he cannot 
Put your truſt in God. 7cannort, 
210 more then an horſe. Doe you 
defireto beleive ? No more then 
4 poſt, then az horsſhoe. T know 
you cannot deny but that you | 
have ſought Gods glory. Not _|_ 
ſencerely. There isa ſecret mix- 
ture of pride and hypocriſy, e- 
veniin the beſt. I have no more 
ſenſe .of grace then theſe gy 5 
F678 


EV. 


— 


Be 


Gc—_— _ 


' | heatt, 'I & ended, there is no 


ſuch matter. Why doe you think 


_ | ſo? You ſhall ſee the event, God 


will yet bringitto paſſe. Tuſh, 
tuth, trifles.. What doe youthink. 
. of your former Dedrine 2 ' Very 
good, Let it comfort you. /# 
canrot. You deſire it could. If 
it moht; There 1s Rug un» 
poſſible roGod. Which ſtands with 


'| * bis decree : Oh oh, mifcrable, and 


wofull, the burthen of my finne ly- 
 eth heavy upon-me - I doubt it will 
break my heart. Behold, your 
comforts. Nothing to me, I pray 

B 2 y0u- 


=_ 


ow __w_ul_.D ed 


Maſter Peacocks 


| gou hold your peace, ave not trouble. 


by praying for a Reprobate, Heie 


gour ſelf idly, you vex me, your > 
words are as daggers tomy heart, _ 
Another time ſome of the- 
younger ſort ſaid to him, Re-\ 
member, Str,the good counlels 
that you have given us hereto- 
fore. Thoſe were ordinary," ol 
may ſee many others inthe Jike 
eſtate. Not ſuch 4s mine. See 
David, What dot you ſpeak to me 
of David 7 Good Sir,cndeavour | 
to ſettle your minde ; Yes, t0 play 
11th hell- hounds. Will you pray 2 
T cannot. You were wont here- 
tofore, Yes, by a cuStom and vain 
glory. Suffer us to pray tor you, 
Take 10; the name of Godin van, 


.... 


———— 


you may ſee the glory of Gcd'|* 
preferred before his own ſalva- 
tion, rather willing to have the 
means of his ſalvation neglected, | 
then the Lord diſhonoured. Sut- 


{er 


Viſitation. 


fer us to pray for our ſelves. 
Look to it, you would now ſhew your 


F. Þ faculty in praying. Can youſay, 


Amene? No, but in 4 certain ge- 
rall faſhion, One prayed, and 
in the mean time he reſted moſt 


Ml. + quietly. I pray you ( faith he, 

When prayer was ended) Goe 
 henceto bed, doe not trouble your 

_ ſelves in vain, Let notthe Devil 


delude you, abuſing your minde 
and tongue, I know. you ſpeak 
not theſe words. 1 wonger that 
intelligent Scholars ſhould ſpeak 
thus, We are perſwaded you 


_ areinas ood eſtateas our ſelves: 


Look how tit is with your ſelves in 
truth. One that watched with 


him, asked him, Sir, how can 


you diſcern thts change by the 
abſence of God, if younever en- 
joyed his preſence ? I thought I 


had it ence, but now I ſee it # farre-- 
otherwiſe. But God deals with | 
B.a you; 
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you,as he dealt with the Church, | 
Iſ4.547. He forſook it a while, . 
and:hid his face fromir, but he © 
returned to it again, andſo (no { 
doubt) the caſe ſtands with you. 
Newer, aad not affliction tothe af- 
fiicted;, Oh me wretch ! groaning .\\ 
pitifully. Hope no worſe, of*, 
yourſelf, then we doe of you. ' 
All of us have ſeen cleerly which 
way your carriage was ftill ſent, 
afterthe ſpirit : and weare aſſu- | 
red that you will come to the |. 
ſpirit, howſoever you ſeem to | 
have loſt your way, To all 

paiticulars he would anfwer, 1 | 
deſire grace generally, 1 did good | 
outwardly, all bypocritically.. One |. 
asked him, Doe youlove ſuchan - | 
one? his moſt dear, and wor- *|- 
thy to.be dear friend, Tes.W hy? 
For his goodnes.W hy then you are 
Gods chilce, for by this we 
know we are tranſlated from 
ceath 


— OO 
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death to life,becauſe we own: 


* | wards: became more wary a- 


Wa 5 put in winde, 1. Of ther great care” 


" ment. .// 


che brethren. Many like forcible: 
proofs.he would ſhitt off-with 
bis former evaſtons, and after- 


' gainſt himſelf, either loth to 

grant any thing, or granting it- 
ſtaggeringly , . or, what then ?. 
fearing leſt he ſhould be preſ- 
ſed, he wiſhed, that ſome were- 


|, for building, and too ſmall care for - 
' Scholars in them. 2. Their gi- 

ving ſo long leave of abſence fronm- 
the Colledze, and deſired amend- 


' After noon came-a -worthy* Dr yer - 
| Governourofa Colledge inour £:2v0it 
A: | | | . of Queens 
| Univerſity, and- requeſted him College, - 
| tobe of good comfort, and to - 
pluck'up--his ſpirit, I -£4n708.. 
Why can you nat*Bevauſe Ihave:: 
no grace, uo more then 4 Back- 

fuck; Why doe you think ſo #- — 
- B.5 BY 3 MO 


cd on him. 
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*"F his 
conc!/nſks 
vwas taſtes 


deſore, 
which 
wow he 


 tfrs off, 


! 


LH =. 


By thisaffhcFion. Doe you defire 
grace? I cannot. (He ſpake moſt 
ftrongly) I can as well leap over 
the Church. But are you not 
ſorry that you cannot-defire it ? 


Feannet. Would you notbe in 
Heaven ? J would z0t, One 


ftanding by, ſaid, The Devil 
himſelf would,ithe could. © By 
**the way, you ſhall have the 0- 
« pinion of a much reſpe- 


«ted Miniſter appotite hereto, 


«which he gave in private. 


& proud man, faith he, will. 


« {corne to {eek any good from 
«<hisenemy : ſothe Devils pride 
&« will notlethim think himſelf 


<& beholding to God for Heaven, 


« if he might get it. You have 


(faid one) rhe teſtimony of faith,. 
you love the Brethren. 7 did. 


wot. Noe not you love us? No. 
*:-The Devilnow ſeeth he ſhould 
be caſt tnto ftraits., if you. 


ſhould; 


5 $6. AS. <5. 5 
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ſhould grantthis; wharisit thas- 


doth moſt trouble you 2 7 un- 
aertook too much upon me fooliſhly : 


Greek , and meanly infiruited in 


Scholars , and afterwards under. 


have deftroyed a thouſand ſouls. 


TI 


| 7 had gotten a little Logick and 
| the rules, aid ſet my ſelf to read to - 


took other buſines, which diftracted © 
my minde and body from them, T- 


You may lee the falſchood-of . 
him that ſuggeſtet't this unto - 


you:: you never had a thouſand : 


he puts a falſe glaſſe before you. ' 


The good effects of your pains - 


appears in many of your Scho-- 


lars. 0h they were of themſelves : 
capable. Name: one 1n whom : 


they doenot ? There. 0ne.(point-" 
ing ata Maſter of Arts there pre- 


ſent) He: juftified his. care of- 
him, and gave thanks to: God: 
that ever he came to him. 7U z#-- 
net ſo, 1 did foobfhly, You con- + 


felle; 


— Dtoblisouw 
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teſle you did-fooliſhly, therefo16 
not ofmalice. Again,coſidec what. 
would have become of many of 


. them if you had not taken them. 


Better,farre better, All in the Col- 
ledge know the contrary. But [, 
feel it, 1t is falſe, believe. not. 
the Nevil. 76 i too true, When 
vvill you make amends? God 
will gtve you your: hearts defire. 
Never. Are you ſorry that he 
vvill not ?. No, there & n0.grace. ins 
my heart : it & dead, Such was. 
Davids caſe. What doe you coru- 
pare me with him ? Behold Chriſt 
hunſelf. Nothing t0 me. God 


can make- his death available. 
He cannot, He is omnipotent.. 


In me he cannnot., becauſe it 


fands with his: purpoſe. Whom 
God loveth once, he;loveth to. 


the end. Zu he did.never love mes. 
Y.ou have taſted of his loye. 7 
deceived. my ſelf ina certain vain- 


Slory : 
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| glory : Texpoſed my head to many 
ths, outwardly all. You could 
ſay the Lords Prayer, and there- 
in calf him Father. Hypocr:t:- 
cally-I was wont to enquire of Ma- 
| fer Maſon , what was meant by 
Abba-father , rather in curioſity, 
then truly to be edified, God will 
oive a- good ifſluie Newer, 7 
| have no ſenſe. We will pray 
with: you. Doe not dijhononr 
|" God, Tt is well that you will 


not have God diſhonoured : 


here he- ſticked, ſaying, 7 pray 
trouble me not with diſnlhtons, 
After came one, who with ve- 
hement- ation -of body, preſ- 
| ſed and urged him to truſt. in 
God. Trannet ( ſatd he) Fran- 
| rot, he witt-n0t have me ſaved, 
\ bis. ſentence is paſſed, Doe 
you defire ro be faved ? 


No. Do you deſire to defire ©: 


No. Would you be damned © 


Nos., 
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No. Look at the finnes of other 
men as great as yours, and yet | - 
they are ſaved.They were good and | : 
godly they found grace : here the 
difference, my. ſinnes are horrible ; | 
he repeated that towards his \ 
Scholars. All ofus know you 
rook pains. Outwardly you 
did your beſt. No. I ſee novy | 
what it is, you ſtrictly look back 
to your own actions, as a Jaſti- | 
ciary, who will none of Gods '* 
mercy, and now he hath juſtly _ 
met with you, your judgement 
\. is juſt. Thefe words affected 
him ſtrangely : another willed 
him to look tot, it ſeemed neer 
Popery. Doe you hope to be 
juſtified by your merits 2 I fear - - 
to be damincd for my ſinnes, The... 
other asked, whether he could 
fay, Amen ? No. Have you :; 
no tongue? What & that tothe. 


purpoſe ? Name Jeſus, _ 


Fi{ttatation. 
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E I had your tengue in my hand, 
I would make you ſpeak. Turn- 
ing his ſpeechto a friend preſent, 
0h (faith he) if you d1d but feel my 
ereif but an houre, you would have 


| compaſſion. The other reply- 
| ed, It you were inthe fire you 
| would wiſh to get out. Thad ra- 
 - ther be inthe fire then here. I will 
| pray for you. Sine not. Let 
| the fault bemine. 


Although my purpofe was 
barely-to relate the paſſages of 
this gracious mans viſitation,and 


toreterreto your ſpirituall eye: 


what you could tracke and finde 
therein, yet-let your gentle con- 
fruion withhold from me the 


- deſerved cenſure of bold blind- 


nes, in that now and then Ipoint 
ar ſome things which your 
quick fight may ſooner or ber- 


terapprehend. The Devils ma- 
licious policy was great toward 


him, 
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bim, in that.he aſſaulted him 
moſt ſtrongly in that , which 
might and ovght. to..have. been 
tus greateſt comfort, Again, 
ſaw that the opinion of the Phy- 


fician helps ſomewhar in bodily | 


maladies ar diſeaſes, whereas in 
that his eſtate, his ſoul remain- 
ed as it were. uncapable of com- 
fort from the. fouls Phyſician. 


He much reſpected ſome few. 


He dolefully poured out his foul 
in the boſome of a well-willer, 
on this .manner ;, 1took wpox me 
f00 proudly many things, and beine. 
zeeligent, performed nothing - 6:r- 
ſed be the day when 1 took, Scholars. 
If T had not taken them,1 had been 


happy ; with agreat flouriſh, T was. 


#iring maty -mayes , and in the 
wean. ſpace left the efcence of my 
calling, teaching Scholars, What, 


faith the other, what ſhall I now- 


doe, when Ice youthus rofled ?: 


Well, 


ns ES ” ww, nw} 7x 
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well, for I was an Hypecrite, and 


now therefore there 1s no hope of 
comfort for me in Gods preſence: 
I haveno ſenſe of it. The ſunne 
is in the firmament, though 
may be hid in a cloud. ' Thy 


| compariſon azreeth not to me, What 


then would you counſell me to 
doe ? Abide within the bounds of 
your calling + take not too much-on 


you, and the Lord will bleſie you. 


Will it avail m2 to hear ſermons. 
Yes, if you man to be ſaved. What 
good ſhall I reap thence ? No- 
thize from the bare hearing. Oh, 
this heavy Iumpiſh fear hath oft- 
times ſhaken me, and now it hath 
broken out, Another faid, you 
know the poor in ſpirit are bleſ< 
ſed. Iam not ſuch. You ſee you 
areempty ofall good, you feel 
your burthen. [pray you goe your 
wayes, Heturned his head aſide, 


and ſtopped his eares : what 


though 
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rnnnreretie. 
Wau — 


though you have done bur little 
good, it you have but given a | 
cup of cold water,&c. He thruſt- 
ed him away with his foot, el- 
ther (as ſome thought ) being 
troubled with his ſhrill voice, 
or (as he replyed ) through the 
Devils ſubtilty. That evening 
he was grievouſly afflicted. Sud- 
cenly he brake out; 0h if God ! 
The ſtanders by endeavoured to 
cheriſhthis good mction,and ſaid 
to him, He will give you grace. *|” 
1 doubt tt, Then preſently af- 
ter he uttered this prayer, 0h 
God, give me 4 ſpark of grace, and 
enlarge my heart that it may appre- 
hend it. Heasked a friend, how 
he might give ſatisfaction for 
{ome ſpeeches. 24 

M- Ded, although le cepart- | 
ed on Saturday, and had then 
an unſealonable journey, yet 
being requeſted by letters, re- | 


turned 


-— 


Viſitation, 


31 
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turned on Tueſday following. 
He at the firſt fight ſtarted up, as 
deftrous to meet him,04 M* Dod, 


and in friendly ſort complained, 


T have no grace. ] will not (ſaith 
M* Dos) beleive every one that 
ſaith he hath grace, nor every 
one that ſaith he hath none: An- 
fwer the Devil as Chriſt did. A 
man muſt not alwaies be led by 
ſenſe , Let us enquire by the et- 


_ fe&s,anditmay {uffice, if we can 


finde but one, yea the leaſt it is 


enough. You forgive your e- 


nemies, and love them, and 


would doethem no hurt if you 
could ? Yes. Then your finnes 


are forgiven. An Hypocrite 
may give alms and faſt, bur this. 
hecannot. That s 4 ſmall matter. 
TIrhink it to be a great one, yea, 
ſuch an one thar I had need to 
pray for, That is put for a rea- 


ſonin the Lords Prayer, and it 


Chriſt 


— 
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Chrift had thought any more 
forcible , he would have given 
it. Sir, that & true, but in thoſe 
that are elected, Doe not you 
pt an exception, where God 
ath not, I would not handle 
you as I doe, bur that I know | 
your eſtate: I come hither to 
cheriſhyou,.you love your good 
friends ? Icannot. Had you ra- 
therthat bador good men ſhould 


be with you 2 Good, Yer you | 


ſay,you doe not love them : A 
ſow will be with ſwine : There is 
co fellowſhip between-light and 
darknes, Would you believe 
your ſelf,or the Phyfician touch- 
ing the eſtate of your body © 7 he 
Phyſician. Believe not your felt. 


then,now you are ſick, yet ſhall 


be reſtored. 1t & inmpoſſ#le. Why 
ſo? If you had finned ſo much 
as you could , you could not 
kave ſinned ſo much as Adam, 

| VEL 
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Fiſutation, 


yethe is in Heaven. 7: repented 


[| him, Dothitnotyou? No, Doth 


your ſicknesor finne more trou- 
ble you , or had you rather 
have grace, or health? Grace. 
Well then. , But it cannot be. 


God will waſh you. 1 have 


20 water. God will bring it 
with him. He hath denyed it. 
He hath offered. ir by his Mi- 
niſters, which are as the buc- 


kers. to draw and . pour it, 
|- You muſt not look now that 


God ſhould come to you him- 
ſelf. Doe youthiak ic a ſmall 


 fayour of God that ſo many 


o00d friends come to you ? 
God did ſend none to comfort 
Cain or Ahithophel. Think ofthat 
ſaying of Manoahs wife, If the 
Lord would kill us, he wouldnot 
have ſhewed us all theſe things, 
7udz.13.23. Behold the proper- 


w 7; 


Deer e—__—_ 
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ties of Chiilts ſheep : They are 


1. Weak, 
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asked, Doeſt thou promile this 


1. Weak, 2. Sick, 3. Broken, 
4 Driven away, 5. Loft, EFek. 
34-4. Youare ſuch, ſee thete- 
fore your comfort,” he will 
I.ſtrengrhen, 2.heal 3. binde up, 
4.bring again, and 5.ſeek you.. 
You finde your ſelf a great deb- | 
cor : the. Lord harh pardoned : 
onely he looks thar you ſhould 
come to him for an acquittance. 
This fight is not yours,bur the 
Lords, 2 Chros.20.20, put your 
cruſt in him. Tfyou ask me, how |” 
may | ? it followeth, Beleive his 
Prophies, and you ſhall proſper. 
You may remember that Chriſt 
did pray for Peter, that his faith 
might not fail, bur it failed af- 
terwards, How came that to 
paſſe ? That failing did rather .| 
ſtrengthen it. Forwhereas he glo- 
ried that it al ſhould deny Chriſt, 
yet he:'would not : had he been 


by 


moe 
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by thine own ſtrength, or by 
mine 2 he muſt have anſwered, 
Mine, for otherwiſe he would 
have requeſted his help, making 
bim hereby to ſeek to Chriſt for 
the ſtrengthening of his faith. 


R — — 


- This happeneth to you, becauſe 


you credit the ſuggeſtion of 
carnall reaſon,and not the word 
rather. Oh the cunning of 
the adverſary ! deal not with 
him by cunning, but hold him to 


-the Word, ſeek for ſtrength in 


God to reſiſt him. .You may 
ſeethe Apoſtles in the tempeſr, 
it was from their weaknes that 
they diſtruſted, yet of God that 


they prayed. I cannot pray. Here 


what S* Pames {ajth, Is any man 


| fick, e#c, aVictions further pray- 


er, but moſt {icknefles hinder : 


 wherefore behold your triends, 
whoſe mindes as the Lord hath _ 
Rirred upto pray for you: ſo will 


he 
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he alſo ſtirre up himſelf ro hear 
chem. Their prayers are yours, |, 
yea,you have the prayers of ma- | 
ny which never knew you. And 
as God ſaid to Cain, finne Iyeth 
at the door, ready as it were to) 
doe him an ill turne : ſo his-pro- 
miſed bleſſing doth as it were 
expe you. If your ſalvation 
were now in your own hands, 
tis likely you would yeild up 
| all : but your name is written 1n 
m the heart of Chriſt. Sir, lerire 
|| watch with you this night. No, 
Why ? becauſe it would hurt 

ou. He(fearing the concluſt- 
on) ſaid, Here us a ſnatching ar- 
gument : nay rather,l will not (uf- 
fer you,becauſe you would trouble me. 
Inthe morning M. Dod came a- | - 
eain ro him, and asking him 
how he did, heanſwered,wretch- 
edly, lamentably , abhominably , 


#0 ſtamp of grace in me, Doe you 
defire 


i 
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defire ro be caſed Y Infinitth. 
0h if God wonld give me « 


' drop + I was *(o fooliſh that 1 


would abwaies be doings ſoxne- 
thing :, but did nothing well, 
I pray you-tell me what was 


"the calling of the good thief 


upon the croſſe £ Doe ner 
you think that God can pur 
a diſtin&tion between his grace 
and our corruptions £ Be- 


hold the Church ſometimes 
" helples and hopeles , and 7o- 


nah in that his bed, God 
fſeeth you , though you ſee 
not him. But 1 feel herronr. 


Where miſery is, there is. 


grace much more : Then e- 


ſpecially appeareth the ex- 
cellency of the Phyſician, 


when health is leaſt hoped. 
The Devil doth abuſe your 
minde and tongue againſt 


' your ſelf : bur doubt not,, . 
+ 0 the 


**% 
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M. -viere rich enough. Bur the: | 
wicked cannot be brought to |: 


though it appeareth bur ſmall, 
"as big as a mans hand, yer 
ir ſhall be increaſed into a 


. rifing -again, did firſt appear 
-to Mary Mazaalez that ſinner, 


the ' Lord will caſt down the 


ſtrong holds of carnall reaſon. | 
Onely doe not ſuppreſle that 


grace of God , which al- 


mighty rain, by which your dry 
ſoul ſhallbe moiſtened, Chriſt 


after commanded her to - tell 
ir firſt to Pefer, which had 
denied him. . See thence his 
mercy. The godly .in their 
affliftions doe bat forget their 
comforts ; God helps their 
memory, helps all. The 
godly loſing his ſenſe of 


Gods favour, +is like to a-| 
man thar hath loſt his purle, | 


which if he could finde, he 


remembrance, 


three thouſand worlds. 
:| now | 
you ? Of our ſelves we can- 


| God giveth both the will an 
the deed. A defire is a fare 


. 
| -—— — 
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Viſitation. 
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Thus he ſuf- 
fered him to reſt a while, 
aiterwards returning with 0- 
thers, prayed. 
asked, how he did. 

to the ſecrets of God. Jt « 
too true and manifeZt. 
doe not alwaies be diggin 
in at your finnes. A wolind 
continually rubbed cannot be 
cured. 


upon ir, that it may be.holp- 
en. Oh,if I had ! Oh, if it 
would pleaſe God ! I had rather 
then any thing in this or other 
Who 
giveth this deſire unto 


not think a good thought ; 


C2 . toketts 


- 


remembrance, becauſe they ne- 


Then he was 
Miſera- 
| 5[y. Doe not you ſearch in- 


Str, 


Suffer the plaiſters of 
the Word of God to reſt 


4 
- [1 by 
” 444 [ 


. > ” . 
. "I 0 A T 
CEO ee CE Ee i Li OC Oe NES 


Maſter Peacocks 


—— 


token. But I cannot traly de- 


fire. You doe not delirefalle- ., 
ly, therefore : truly what doe 
you diſſemble ? ere is atrick, 
You . muſt needs diſtinguiſh 
between unperfe&t defire and | 
hypocriticall. Will you know” 
whether your deſire be true ? 
There-are two fignes thereof: 


Conſtancy, and a conſcionable 


uſing af the means : You 
have found theſe in you, doth 
this argument hold ? You do: 
nor feel, therefore you have it 
not ? I know when you would 
have denyed ſuch an argu- | 
ment : If that did follow, 
it ſhould fare well with the 
Reprobate, he hath no ſenſe 
of the wrath of God , there- 
fore he is not under it. - E- 
Gzabeth ſaid, Whence is it that | 
the mother of the Lord ſhould 
come unto me ? ſurely m_ 
; ;TNEU 


Mit 
__-— 


Viſitation. 


AL 


their Chriſtian hearr. Truly 


..T could hardly have come to 


you , but that I thought T 


—— 


was bound in conſcience, be- 
cauſe I know you to be the 
ſervant of the Lord : When 


you were well, if we ſhould 


have come with proofs out 
of the Word of the Lord, 
you would have believed uss. 
Tee, Why not now when your 
jucgement 15 blinded 2 0h, the 


Judzement of Ged ! Call it as 
he calleth ir, Corrections. 0», 
my inſen(ible heart !: 0h, dead -! 


-| A dead man cannot perceive 


himſelf dead, and God quick- 
neth the dead. 0h, if he would 
enlarge my heart ! This defire 


| Ss good ; But it & without ſa- 


wvour, God in mercy will 
yeild you a comfortable rel- 
Ta : : Conficer I pray. you 3 
whereas man may object, The 

C 3 Lord 
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Lord is ſtrong and terrible. 
It followeth, Mercifull with- 


all. But 1 am backward in ſeek- 


ing it. He is gracious, more 
forward then thou canſt be 
backward : but I have pro- 


voked. Him ; he is ſlow to an- \- 


ger : but my ſinnes are grear, 
but he. is abundant in good- 
nes and in truth. The Lord 
hath promiſed that he on his 
part will be our God, and 


we on our part ſhall be his peo- | 


ple. Fora while he commend- 


ed htm to God: ſhortly after re- | 


earning, he prayed with him. 
Caſt your burthen upon God. 
He hath rejeffed me. Who made 
you his_ counſellour + Secret 


things. belong unto GoZ, bur. 


revealed things unto us : will 
you make Almanackes 2 He doth 
wzanifeſt it : Oh mine abominable 
bringing up of youth ! he withall 

| | groaned 


3» 


" Viſitation, = 


le. | groaned moſt deeply. If you 
th- | had done as well as the.juſteſt 
c&- | man, you ſhould ſtand in need 
"re of the merits of Chriſt: T, or 
another may bring arguments, - 
'0- | but it belongs to the Lord to 
n- | faſtenthem onthe heart.” I ſay 
ar, | to you as Noah did to faphet, 
d- | God per{wade 7aphet, ere. W hat 
rd | if your f{innes were as crimſon, | 
1s | God can make them as:{now. . 
id | That ts true of thoſe that are capa» 
> | ble, Behold, we make your e- 


1- | fare our own, we have part in 
- | your ſorrow: who hath thus 
1. | (think you) diſpoſed ovrhearts? 
|, Ged, And doe you think that 

he which cauſerh us tolove you, 


a 
t | doth not love you himſelf e 7 

t.| © fear 1 did too mach glory in mat- 
ters of private ſervice to God, The 
/ neerer- we come to God, the 

; more we ſee our own vileneſle. 
| This is the uſe which Lmake of -- 
| C4. it, - 
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M. Dod, 


it, bleſſed be God which hath 
not put our eſtate in our own . 
hands, bur kept it- in his. The 
Devil hath now winnowed you, 
and youthinkall is gone out; but 
God holdeth what is his. An 


Artificer can diftinguifh drofle | 


from+the merall, cannot Ged 
his from yours? Well, with 76 
hy your hand on yous mouth, 
and hotd your peace,and fogood 
reſt have you: Onely confider 
your comforr, though it be bur 
ſmall, whence it came,even from - 
Gocs Wordand fſervimts, no 0- 
therwile. | 
When he returned again to 
take and give farewell, he be- 
to complain : 0h, great and 
grievous !. The Lord knoweth 
what power he hath given you: 
A father will put agreater bur- 
then upon a-ſtronger ſonne. But 
{ee the difference, When an 
— earthly 


——— 


—— - 
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Viſiretion 


the Lord ſetteth on work, and. 
etveth ſtrength to be notdifſcou-- 


| raged. Youare now in your cal- 
ling : 0h, mine heart is miſerable! ' 


What then 2 A tather loveth his. 
fonne as well- when he is {cep-. 


ing, as when he is-waking.. .Sir,.. 
I have known you heretofore, 


and although, if 4 were in your, 
caſe, I might doe as you doe,. 


yet Iremain the ſervant of God, .. 


as you certainly are. The Ho-: 


ly Ghoſt calls ro your remem-. - 
brance what you have hereto--- 
fore taught, and . now -heard : 
And although I ſhall be abſeke 
in body, yetſhallI be preſentin : 
minde. Be not too covetous to - 
ſeek abundance by and by. It. 


72acob could fay to Eſ1u, I have 


ſcen.rthy face, as: though T had 
C5 ſeen . 


— 


| ezrthly father or maſter ſetteth . 
.his-on wo.k, they muſt doe it: 
wath their own ftrength'; bur. 
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{een the face of God, much more 
ſhould you think ſo of the chil- 
dren of God thar come ro you. 
F thank God ({aith he) he hath be- 
gun to eaſe me, He will in his. 
g00d time. God grant, Thus 
he took his laſt farewell. Al. 
though vve depart from our 
friends in the way, yet vve ſhall 
meet at the end. One told MMa- 
ſer Dod that he had uttered ſuch 
words. Now the Lord hath maae 
7e 4 ſpectacle, Whereupon he 
counſelled one that attended on 
him, tobe ſparing in admitting 
commers in, or ſpeakers, leſt his 
brain ſhould be roo much hear- 
ed. Afriend of his comming to 
him,asked him, Dare you mur- 
mureand repine againſt God 2 
Why [ſhould 1. fo: God be bleſ- 
ſed. Ir isa ftgne of grace. But 
F have #0 meanes. You have had 
them offered. Bnt m0! given with 
en effect. - 
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effect. They ſhall, Idoubr nor. . 


God grant : but I doe met feel it. 


He received a letter from a - 


friend very reſpective, and much 
reſpected of them beth-: where- 
mn were written theſe very words: 


<« I heard,l know not hovy true, -. 


< that our cear Chriſtian friend 
c M* Peacock 15 1n great danger: . 
<« which hath much greived and 
« zfflicted my heart, an] vvrung 


« from me very bitter teares, If .. 


« his extremities be ſuch, his ten- 
< tations are very like to be ſore, 
c« Tell tim from me(asone vvho 


« djd ever, with deareſt inti- - 
« matenes knovy and converſe - 


<« with him)that I can affure him 
c jn the word of life and truth, 
« 6 amoſt juſt and holy God, 


| &« whoſe Miniſter I am, That he 


<is undoubtedly one of his 
« Saints, deſigned for immorta- 
& ity, and thoſe endles joyes in 
ry *< another 


M, Bolton» 


—— — 
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<another world,.. When it was | - 
read to him; at thoſe words I |, 
can aſſure him, &c. (he ſaid) | 
oh, take heed, take heed, doe you | 
think he vvyould or durſt aſſure | 
you, unles he knew on what -»| 
grounds ? Tdrd deceiue my ſelf, \ 
now-God hath rewealed more. Ano- 
thertime one requeſted him,thae 
he would make his friehds par- | 
takers of the leaſt comfort that 
the Lord beſtovved upon him, 
asthey had been partakers of his 
rief. 1f 1 had it, 1 would wil9 | 
noly communicate its Search | 
and take notice of the leaſt. How | 
ſhould 1 have any; fince God deny- 
#th the means ? doe you think 
ſenſe is a fruit of faith © Yes, ar 
thi feafon, although the huſ- 
bandman hath ſown much, yer 
ke ſeerh nothing above ground, 
Applications ave not prove, hold 
your pedce, my. heart i trokey. 
Then 
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| Fhen the promiſe is yours, I 
would gladly ask-yon one thing, 
| Now you will 45k twenty. Doe 
| you ſeek for grace in your heart 7 
47 cannot, How then can you 
| know whether itbe there orno ? 
. | 71# dead, The Lord in whoſe 
hand the diſpoſing thereof is, 
diſpoſe it for your good and his 
glory. Ithavk you. What: doe 
you think of that place, Wide - 
| fins yow remit, they are remitted, 
&Cc. You know how farre they may 
| goe. Howioever, Sir, the bar- 
pain is not now to be made be- 
| tween God and you. Shortly 
; after came one whom tre muc 
eteemed. 0h T love (laid he) 
- + your company, for the graces m you, 
and much more to the ſame pur- 
poſe. Suddainly he brake our 
intothis ejaculation, O# God, re- 
 eoncile me unto-thee ,. that 1 may 


taſte one dramme of thy ' de by 
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which my miſerazle ſoul may receive } 
comfort. One ſecretly willed 
that man to defire him to repeat 
it again, Doe not 170uble me with 
repetitious. There being a {er-| 
mon, he bade them about him 
goe thither. Afﬀer he called 
one, and asked him whether the 
preacher (being acquainted with 
his cqurſe of preaching) did. ule, 
his accuſtomed divifions, He | 
told one, Satan had borne him \ 
in band,and had deluded him :to 
who the other anſwered, I hope 
that God will reſtore you as be- 
fore, to glorify him here. Nv, 
No. Yea, if you were weaker, | 
I would hope notwithſtanding, | 
7 deſire nothing more, God be | 
thanked, you havelaboured care- 
fully for his glory. 7 won'd la. 
bour «fter another faſhion. Inthe 
night he prayed and repeated his 
belief, And after reſting _ 
| : S - 


—— 
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him, Bear witneſſe, -1 ſaid not, 
T believe, but in generall, and 25 


| deſiring that I might belitve, 


One comming to viſit him; ask- 


ed him, How 1s it with you ? My 


minde was grievouſly puxFled with 
ſundry d;trattTions this mght, but 
now I feel my burthen more lieht, 
I thank God, He was put in 
minde of tha: place, 7/a.5 4.8.1, 


12, &c. Ohthon afflicted and toſ- 


fed with tempeſts, and nt comfort - 
ed, tekeld,! will lay thy tones with 
faire colours, and thy foundations 
with Saphyrs , 4nd 1 will make thy 
windowes of Agates, and thy gates 
of Carbuncles : and all thy bordrrs 


« of pleaſant Frones, &C, For a lit- 


tle while I hid my ſelf from thee, 
but with everlaſting kindnes will I 
have mercy onthee. He lifted up- 
his eyes : thereupon being ask- 
ed what the Lord did ſay to his 

| ſoul, 


> . 
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52 Maſter Þ 
foul, . that had long refuſed | 
comfort £ Take heed, be not too 
beld, look ts the faundatien. And 
then prayed. LZ6rd grant mathe | 
comfort of thy. deliverance, and | 
fergive me my fooliſhnes , that 1 
may praiſe thy name, Then he 
complained of his idle ſpeeches, 
Upon the Sabbath day one came 
ro him, willing him to pur his 
hand toa.note of certain debts. 
This. ts. not a day for that, We | 
will goe to Sermon, God ſpeed 
you, Now you cannot goe to 
Church to ſerve the Lord, 1 
pray himto come to you. Amen. 
He hardly ſuffered any to ſtay 
with him. Art evening one did 
read ſomething to him in Maſter 
Downams wartare , .and asked 
him, doe you thiak i ta betrue? | 
Tes. Therefore you muſt not 
truſt your ſenſe : What not. ſuch 

; 4s mine 416? But. I\will not. nam | 

diſpmes.. | 


- vv *% + 0+ ws 
SI So eSAOoIm—_—Ggys cs - - wwogty 


eacocks 


—_— CNS OS 


CS) nad nr Ng 


w 
— c—@” Joo... 


a  —_ 
—Q_ 


—— nin = <a: 
- 


V1 ſtation: 


33 


—_—_—_— 


diſpute. Whenthey were help= 


ing him up and putting on his 
cloathes ; upon ſome occaſion. 


one ſaid to him to this effect : 


A childe willnot much grieve at 


the hying aſide of an old coar, 


'when he hath 2new made, Whe 


you ſhall put-on that, there ſhall 
be no longer nakednes, thereſur- 
rection will amend all.. To thoſe 
that die in the Lord, No-donbt 
you will dye in him, having lived 


| 1nhim. 1 have anſwered you before. 


But I would nor believe you tn 
thatcaſe, Therextdaya friend 
of his beingtog xforth oftown, 
asked him-, whether he would 
have anything with him, for he 
was to leave him; and knew-not- 


-whether ever he ſhould ſee him 


ag1in here. © Lyok ro your calling, 
that it be 4s well inward as outward: 
He counſelled another , To be 


| feirring for the glory of _ 
0) 


| » 


is | 
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fo get grace, Pur your truſt in. 


| his good : In putting his tem- 


To one ſtanding by, he faid. 7 
am thinking. What 2 0naform 


—_— 


God. So 14%. Tomit how, and 
tell you that with great patience, | 
he continually ſubmitted him- 
{elf to adviſe in any means for 


ll eſtate in order, he dealt 
mercifully with his pooreſt deb- 
tors, yea,with ſome which might | 
wel! pay it. His worthy. patron- | 


(for fo he often called him ) | 


whom for honours ſake I name, 
Sir Robcri Harley, ſent his man to 
him with ſome aurum potabile, 
together with a book which a - 
Doctour had made in the praiie 


thereof. Comming to him, and - | 


asking him how he did, 0+ (datd, 
he) if it wonld pleaſe God that I 
might live with him. Anon after . 
he iaid to one, 7 have been think-. 
ing of arguments by which I might 

ple ade 


\ 


pleade my cauſe with God, and 1 
| have found: But what if dying thus, 
| 7 ſhould. be judged an Apoſtata ? 


ct. 
— — — 


 Viftation, 


Man 1s not the Judge at whoſe 
T ribunail you muſt itand or fall. 
There came in many of our cheif 
Fellowes. One of them requeſt- 
ed him to make confeſſion of his 
faich willingly. But I would 
thick of it firſt, Muſing awhile, 
hecalled them. Truly my heart 
and ſeul have been farre lead, and 


|" deeply troubled with tentations and 


ſtings of conſcience + but I thank 
God they are eaſed in good meaſure : 
Wherefore I deſire that I be not 
branded with the note of a for- 
lerne or Reprobate : Such queſli- 
ons, oppoſitions , and all tending 


. thereto , I renounce : Now help 


me, and put me in minae, What 
doe you think of your former 
doRrine? Mo#t trne : Init T have 


lived, and will dye; 1 have nt 


dealt 
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dealt hypocriticallyin it, Are you. 
willingto die ?- Truly I. will tell. 
you: my Patron who «f- late ſent.nie 
= gold, hath taken ordr that 
mieht live-with him contentealy 
in the Miniſtery : but I ſubmit my 
felfto the will of God. Doe you + 
cefire the glory of God, and the 
ſalvation of your brethren 2? 
Mit: He'p my memory, what me. ee- 
Doe you forgive all wrongs ? 
Tes, aud deſire that mine may be : 
And row I thank you. Sir, I re- 
member a thing wantonly done 
towards you, pointing at one 
preſent. Tou ſent me a kmfe 
for a new-years-gift ,, and I ty- 
ed two werſes t0 it, and ſent 
# back. : I, pray pardon me if 
any: thing-----For mine uncon- , 
pr Ae: ſpeeches in the. time of. 
my tentations, 1 heartily and. 
humbly ak forgiziencs, You 
_ didthen(lairth, ore) ſeem to rely 
ſomewhat 


7 - 


ants 
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| ſomewhat upon inherent righge- 


ouſnes, asit you ſought in your 
ſelf whereby you ſhould be fa- 
ved: Indeed we knew your-con; 
verſation to be unreproveable : 
No I dare not affirm it : I truſt 
in nothing but in the name of 
feſws. Have you any cer- 
tainty in him * 7 would or 
be preſied to a particular afiu- 
rance in this gritvous agony. 
We deſire you to inform them 
that ſhall come unto you of 
your eſtate. My unability is great - 
They then praied, 1. Giving God 
thanks,that whereas beforethey 
had craved his mercy-for his ſer- 
vant, he had heard them, and 
manifeſted ro his glory, how 
he never forſaketh his: And 
beſought him, becauſe he knew 


'the malice of the enemy, to per- 


fe his good work, and not ſuf- 
ferhim to be tempted above his 
J-! ſtreagth@ 
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ſtrength. Now,Sir,we tell you 


one thing to your comfort, We 
never heard you ſpeak any thing 
againſt God or man, thorow- 
out the time of your viſitation, 
but wholly againſt your ſelf. 
T have been bold thus to arzue with 


God, tf he hath ſhewed mercy to 


ſuch and ſuch, why ſhould not I 
likewiſe have hope ?. He com- 
plained once, how, while he 


was viſiting the ſick, (In which | 


work many. poor ſouls found 


the ready mercifulnes of his 


heart, and now feel a great 
want). he lighted upon doubts, 
which that he might more ful- 


ly ſatisfy, when the like might - 


be moved, he ſtudyed roo ear- 


neſtly. One brought him a - 


note book which he had lent. 
(Alwayes willing to communi- 
cate what he had moſt private) 
Here is a book (laid he) of great 
Ee TH Pains, 


yo 


he 


| 
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_ &c. Toa ſtranger, 4 WOr- 
gentleman that came to 


| we 4 y ns he ſaid, The Lord is 


merciful to .me, and I beve cauſe 


of rejoycing, &c. Afterwards a 


him, to whom he. complained 
of his ſt1ne- 41d miſery. You 
look not_({{aid he ) for any 


| thing in your ſelf. No, for no- 


thing. You. would amend if 
you had ſpace. 0h if I had--- 
' Certainly-- Think on this. As 


| the Lord hath heard the eja- 
culations and grones of your 


ſpirit 1a your infirmity , ſo he 
will now. If he will be glo- 
rified by your lite, you hall 
| live; Submuir your ſelr to him, 
ler him chooſe for you. My 
faith ws weak, All, you know, 
are here but in part, you de- 
fire notwithſtanding to runne 


to that which 1s perfect : So 
you 


reverend Governour came to Dr 4yerp, 


Maſter Pearocks 'f 
, 


you may fee how low many 


| he) have been Idolatours, was 


ſhrewd flips, bur yet here the 


endeavour, but vile imperfettions, , | 


have been brought, ſome ( ſaid | 


not .Manaſſes {uchan one * Yes. 
And behold Gods ſervants from | 
the beginning of the Bible to the 
end,they haveſlipped. Zot had* 


wv 


reſtimony ofthe Apoſtle of him, | 
he-was jaſt and righteous. You 
have been wearied and heavy 
loaden. Yes. For ſuch is the 
end,of Chriſts comming: your” 
deſire is a token of favour : 
For by how much the neerer we 
come. the more we thirſt. Think | 
now on his loving kiadnes; he 
hath begun , and he will: finiſh 
whom you have ferved. 7 4d 


&c. Tr is our greateſt perfecti- '| 
on here;to ſee our imperfections, 
Shortly after cameto him many | 
young Gentlemen,to whom he | 
| _ faid, 


| 


Y 
4 
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Viſitation. 


ſaid, Livein Gods fear, that you. 
may diein his favour : Otherwiſe 


you; I ſpent my time fooliſhly and 


prodigally. 
one) remembred that ſufficient- 


1/ly ; Remember alfo Chrift. 
| Zhat i true, Chriſt is to be re- 


membred, and our finnes to be re- 

mempired alſo. , | 
The night following, which 

was Wedneſday night, the Sun 


+]: of Righteouſnes ſpread gracious 


beams at his ſetting , -/which 


like ſong, as he uttered it, was 
| pen'd by ſome as he uttered it. 
One comforting him by his 
bead-fide ſome two houres or 


|"more before his death, he brake 


out into theſe ſpeeches; 9uid 
ae ſalute mea ſentiam expectatis 


& 


" the Oxe andthe Aſie will condemn 


You have ( ſaid 


were comfortable tokens of a - 
| glorious rifing. His laſt ſwan- 
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get Deus 15 quos ſemel dilexerit, 
w#t c05 Bunquam deſerat, at, ideo 
we in celos tranſiturum pro certo *| 
habeo : Feliciſsima ſunt ea vincu- | 
lainque me conjecit Deus benig- | 
iſsimas; You all expect that ! 
I ſhould declare. what I thinke. 
of my own falvatian : God | 
15 {o indulgent to thoſe whom . 
he hath ever loved, that he 

never forſakes them, and there- - 
foreI am aſſured TI ſhall goe to 
Heaven : Moſt happy are thoſe . 
fetters into which I was caſt by  ] 
a moſt mercifull God. One 7 
telling him, You have fought ] 
a good fight, &c. he ſaid, Zx- 4 
petit expedit wt contendam ad ca- 
lum, Tolltte, Tollite, Eripate, 
Eripite, at calum adeem 
' Deus indulget ingenaitati bono- © |. 
74m, It is requiſite, it is requi- 
ſite that T ſhould contend for 
Heaven : Take me up, take me 
up, 


n1t0 
the 
ig- 


act 


ke.1 rowards him, he made anſwer: 


dd. 


- 1 nor the Sunne of light, as God is 


it, 
deo 1... 


EL 


Viſttation. 


1 up, carry me hence, carry me 
{| hence, that I may go to Hea- 


4 ven; God doth cheriſh the in- 


{ genuity of the good, Being 
{ put in minde of Gods mercy 


| 0h,the fea i not ſo full of water, 


of goodnes, his mercy i ten thou- 
| ſand times more. Being likewiſe 


| remembred of Gods g00dnes 


| towards him, in filling his heart 


| with ſuch comforts, after fo 
| great tentations, he ſaid: 7 due 
| (God be praiſed) feel ſuch comfort 


from that : What ſhall T call it ? 
Agony,ſfaithone, Nay, that #s tc0 


worlds, 1 could not not make ſa- 


| tisfadtionforſuch an iſſue. Being 


moved to lifr up his heart 1n to- 
ken of thankfulneſſe unto his 


God, he uttered'theſe words': 
What ſhall 1 extoll t he maznificence 


little : That had 1 five hundred 


of 


*. 
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of God, which i unſpeakeable, and 
more then any heart can conceive? | 
Nay rather let us with humble re- | 
_ werence acknowledge his great 
mercy : What greas cauſe have I 
to magnify the great goodnes of 
God, that hath humbled, nay ra- þ 
ther exalted ſuch a wretched miſ-. 
creant of ſo baſe condition to an e- + 
ſtate ſo glorious and ftatcly! The | 
Lora hath honour'd me with hs 
gooanes : I am ſure he hath provi- 
ded a glorious' Kingdom for me. 
* The Jo that Ifeel in my heart is un- 
credible. He made likewiſe pro- 
teſtation of that which he al- _ 
wayes before taught againſt ju- - 
ſtiication by inherent righte- 
ouſnes, and appealiug to the 
knowledge of ſome there pre- ; 
ſent, what he continually main- 
tained, in that (ſaith he) I ill 
remain a Proteſtant. After 
three chapters read to him, 
Revel. 
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Rewel. 19.  Revel. 21. Rom. 8. 
4 04, (faith he) They be glorious 
comforis: Will you have any 
more read 2 Tea, 4 Pſalm, if you. 
pleaſe, and named the 23. One: 
i beginning to read it, he deſired: 
| thatit might be ſung: One ask+- 


inghim, Will you ſing 2 Tea, 


] faid hes well 25 1can... The 


Pſalm being ſung,. afterwards 


\ ant, Afﬀera little reſt, Lord 7e- 


the 17. of John was read unto 

..| him: One comforting him by. 
| applying to him thart in patticu-- 
{ lar, which Chriſt in generall 
| performed forthe good of the: 
|| faichfull, he ſaid, Bleſſedbe God, 
very often, 1am athouſand times 
happy to have ſuch felicity thrown: 


upon me, a poor wretched miſcre-- 


ſus(faid he) wnto thy hands : Lord 
wrecehve my ſoul, Lord lift thin up 
| the light of thy countenance wpon: 
| wwe, and be. mercifull unto. me... 


| _ D;3, Them 


hg 


EEE 
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Then very weak he repeated. 
the Lords prayer twice, and 
' his Belief once very plainly, 
and diſtinaly with a ftropg * 
' Voice, to the great admiratt- | 
an of the hearers : ſo he ſlept | 
in the Lord. 1} 
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The P olt-ſcript tothe 


RreaDrR, 


—His copy of M.. Bol- 
_ to$, 4nd intended by 

bim for the preſſe, Was 
} by, Edward Bagſhaw (0- 


| .coerſeer of M. Boltons ik, 


" and ſpecially iniruſted for tbe 


1 privrmg of is) delivered about 
'{ wmeyears finceto M.George 


| Miller, Printer of M.. Bok 


- -|, xons works, 0 be by hiniprint- 


£2; as be had: done his ocber 


l Fu Fi M. Miller carried i& 


Fo he Ley, you kept it 


ary cnn _—— Go wa 5 5 


The Poſt. {cript 


Jong in bis bands, and at laſt. 
' refuſed it, as too preciſe for 
thoſe times : while it was in 
the: Licenſers hands, one 1, | 
Milburne of intimate acquainry 
feance With him, got a copy of 
it, and printed it about five. 
years (nce © but ufon exami- 
nation,the tranſcribed copywas 
found imperfeft, and by that} 
meanstbe book proved un/ales 
able, When this preſent copy 
was almost printed, M. Miller: 
had notice of ſuch a book, and 
wot before; This: is thought 
 -fieto be made known, that the *| 
Reader might underſtani-that 
his preſent copy #5 the-onely. | 
|. arue approved copy, and Li--| 
1 Mo — cenſed:\ 
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to che Reader. 
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